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TO  THE 


EATON  BRAY 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  fpr  the  year  1920.  As 
you  are  aware,  copies  of  it  have  to  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTERISTICS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Rural  District  of  Eaton  Bray  is  situated  in  a well  cul- 
tivated agricultural  area.  The  higher  parts  are  over  300ft.  above 
sea  level.  These  portions  of  the  district  are  principally  of  clay 
formation,  whereas  the  lower  portions  are  of  gravel  and  chalk. 

The  natural  drainage  of  the  surface  water  is  carried  by  the 
Clipstone  Brook  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Ousel  running  through 
from  Eaton  Bray  on  the  other. 

The  principal  industries  are,  agriculture  and  fruit  growing, 
there  being  many  large  orchards  in  some  of  the  villages. 

The  Dunstable  branch  of  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  runs  through  part  of  the  district. 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General,  is  3795. 

BIRTHS. 

91  births  were  registered  during  the  year — 85  legitimate  and 
6 illegitimate,  the  birth  rate  being  23‘9  per  1,000.  The  birth  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  during  1920  was  25*4  per  1,000. 

DEATHS. 

34  deaths  were  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year, 
and  in  addition  to  these,  6 residents  died  elsewhere.  The  death 
rate  for  the  year  is  10‘5  per  1,000,  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  being  12*4  per  1,000  during  this  period.  7 deaths  were 
children  under  one  year,  the  infantile  mortality  (or  rate  per  1,000 
births)  being  76*9. 


Infectious  disease  was  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  2 suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Six  persons  died  from  cancer  and  two  from  influenza. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

On  January  1st,  a girl,  aged  5 years,  was  notified  from  Heath 
as  suffering  from  diphtheria.  She  was  removed  to  hospital  and 
made  a good  recovery. 

On  February  25th,  a girl,  aged  4,  was  notified  from  Heath. 
She  was  isolated  at  home.  The  house  was  in  a good  state  of 
sanitation  and  very  clean. 

On  March  5th,  a boy,  aged  7,  was  notified  from  Thomas 
Street,  Heath.  He  was  removed  to  hospital. 

On  the  same  date,  a girl,  aged  12,  was  notified  from  Stanbridge. 
She  was  removed  to  hospital. 

On  May  17th,  a girl,  aged  17,  was  notified  from  the  Maltings, 
Heath.  The  case  was  removed  to  the  hospital. 

On  June  18th,  a boy,  aged  6 years,  was  notified  from  Heath. 
He  was  removed  to  hospital. 

On  June  23rd,  a girl,  aged  4,  was  notified  from  Thomas 
Street,  Heath.  She  was  isolated  at  home. 

On  September  1st,  a boy,  aged  6 years,  was  notified  from 
Bryant’s  Row,  Heath.  He  was  removed  to  hospital. 

Owing  to  the  recurrence  of  diphtheria  cases  in  Heath,  and, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  origin  of  the  disease  could  not  be  traced, 
swabs  were  taken  from  the  throats  of  the  children  attending  the 
Infant  Schools.  The  schools  were  frequently  inspected  and  the 
children’s  throats  examined. 

As  a result  of  the  swabs  taken  from  the  infants’  throats, 
there  were  two  which  gave  a positive  result  and  it  was  thought 
they  might  be  carriers.  They  were  sent  to  the  isolation  hospital 
at  Dunstable,  and  retained  there  until  a negative  result  was 
obtained  by  swabbing. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

On  March  2nd,  a girl,  aged  6 years,  was  notified  from  Tils- 
worth.  She  was  removed  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
cause  of  the  disease  could  not  be  traced. 

On  March  13th,  a boy,  aged  9,  was  notified  from  Nag’s  Lane, 
Stanbridge.  He  was  removed  to  hospital. 

On  June  21st,  a girl,  aged  6,  was  notified  from  Watling 
Street,  Hockliffe.  She  was  isolated  at  home.  The  source  of  the 
disease  was  not  traced. 

On  November  27th,  a boy,  aged  9,  was  notified  from  Silves- 
ter Street,  Heath.  He  was  isolated  at  home. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

On  August  18th,  a boy,  was  notified  from  Stanbridge.  He 
had  come  down  on  a visit  from  London  with  his  parents.  He 
was  removed  to  the  hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  four  cases  of  pulmonary  ' 
tuberculosis,  and  one  case  of  others  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

On  January  31st,  a woman,  aged  21,  was  notified  from 
Egginton.  She  was  living  under  good  hygienic  conditions.  She 
would  not  go  to  a sanatorium.  When  I last  visited  her  she  was 
well,  and  able  to  do  her  work. 

On  April  4th,  a man,  aged  22,  was  notified  from  Moor  End, 
Eaton  Bray.  He  was  a discharged  soldier,  and  had  contracted 
the  disease  in  the  army.  He  went  into  a sanatorium,  and  then 
returned  home.  There  was  no  history  of  the  disease  in  the  family. 
At  home  the  sputum  was  burnt,  and  he  was  living  under  good 
hygienic  conditions.  His  general  condition  seemed  fairly  good. 

On  June  6th,  a man,  aged  20,  was  notified  from  Heath.  He 
was  only  temporary  resident  in  the  district. 

On  July  10th,  a man,  aged  27,  was  notified  from  Eaton  Bray. 
He  was  a discharged  soldier  and  had  been  to  a sanatorium. 
Whilst  at  home  he  had  a separate  bedroom,  and  the  sputum  was 
burnt.  It  was  a case  of  severe  disease. 
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On  May  19th,  a man,  aged  43,  was  notified  as  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  bladder.  It  was  a very  obscure  case,  the  only 
symptoms  being  pains  in  passing  water.  He  had  no  cough  or 
loss  of  flesh.  He  was  sent  to  a London  hospital  on  two 
occasions,  and  it  was  only  after  prolonged  investigation  that  the 
disease  was  ascertained.  He  has  been  visited  later  and  is  pro- 
gressing favourably.  No  other  symptoms  of  the  disease  have 
developed. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Two  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified.  One  of  a woman, 
aged  57,  from  Egginton,  and  the  other  a woman,  aged  44,  from 
Eaton  Bray. 

THE  DUNSTABLE  AND  JOINT  DISTRICT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  from  this  district  are  taken  to 
the  above  hospital  in  a motor  ambulance. 

During  the  year,  from  this  district,  there  have  been  treated 
in  the  hospital,  seven  cases  of  diphtheria,  two  of  scarlet  fever, 
and  one  of  Enteric. 

There  are  three  blocks,  not  including  the  military  block, 
which  the  committee  has  retained  in  case  of  epidemics.  One 
block  contains  twenty  beds,  the  small  ward  above  it  five  beds, 
and  the  third  block  eight  beds. 

There  is  a resident  matron,  and  the  hospital  is  well 
administered. 

Specimens  for  microscopic  and  bacteriological  examination 
are  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  of  the  district  are  in  the  following  parishes  : — 
Heath,  Egginton,  Hockliffe,  Stanbridge,  Eaton  Bray  and 
Billington. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  these  schools  is  satisfactory, 
the  closets  being  of  the  pail  type. 


5 


WATER-SUPPLY. 

The  villages  throughout  the  district  are  supplied  with  water 
from  wells. 

At  Heath-and-Reach  the  water-supply  is  from  the  sand,  the 
wells  generally  being  deep,  and  the  supply  being  obtained  by 
windlass.  Two  public  pumps  exist,  and  a number  of  houses  are 
supplied  from  the  Leighton  Buzzard  public  supply. 

In  the  Chalgrave  district  the  wells  are  generally  deep. 
There  are  public  pumps  both  at  Tebworth  and  Wingfield. 

At  Tilsworth  and  Stanbridge  the  wells  are  in  the  clay. 

In  Eaton  Bray  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  water  from 
wells. 

The  water-supply  of  Great  Billington  is  from  deep  wells, 
and  there  is  a public  pump.  There  have  been  no  complaints  of 
scarcity  of  water. 

In  Little  Billington  the  general  supply  is  from  wells.  Water 
is  always  obtainable  from  a spring. 

At  Egginton  the  water-supply  is  from  deep  wells,  there 
bejng  a public  pump  and  an  abundant  and  good  supply.  The 
depth  of  the  well  is  over  80  feet. 

DRAINAGE.  « 

At  Eaton  Bray  there  is  a complete  sewage  system  with 
septic  tanks  and  sewage  farm.  The  effluent,  after  passing 
through  the  septic  tanks,  is  disposed  of  by  sub-irrigation. 

At  Heath-and-Reach  the  majority  of  the  cottages  have 
privies  with  pails,  the  contents  of  which  are  dug  into  the  garden. 
This  is  also  the  case  in  the  Hockliffe,  Tilsworth,  Billington  and 
Egginton  parishes. 

At  Stanbridge  there  is  a drainage  system  with  a septic  tank. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  no  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams  in  the  district, 
there  being  no  works  to  cause  any  pollution. 
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DAIRIES  AND  COW-SHEDS. 

There  are  34  cowkeepers  in  the  district,  and  there  are 
approximately  360  cows.  The  milk  is  sent  to  London,  Luton, 
Watford  and  Leighton,  and  is  also  sold  locally  in  the  villages. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES,  BAKEHOUSES,  ETC. 


There  are  eleven  slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  They  are 
all  well  kept,  in  a clean  condition,  and  have  all  been  lime-washed. 

There  are  two  knackers’  licensed  premises  in  the  district. 

There  are  ten  bakehouses,  one  of  these  being  an  under- 
ground one.  They  have  been  found  in  a clean  condition  and 
white-washed  as  required. 

There  is  a flour  mill  in  the  district  which  employs  a con- 
siderable number  of  hands. 


There  is  also  an  extensive  horticultural  nursery,  where 
flower  growing  is  carried  on  in  a very  extensive  scale,  giving 
employment  to  a very  large  number  of  hands,  both  male  and 
female. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 
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There  have  been  no  cases  of  unsound  food  in  the  district 
during  the  past  year. 


HOUSING. 


There  are  ten  houses  being  erected  at  Heath,  four  at 
Egginton,  four  at  Hockliffe,  four  at  Tilsworth,  ten  at  Eaton 
Bray,  and  four  at  Stanbridge. 

The  houses  are  all  of  the  parlour  type,  containing  a living 
room,  parlour,  scullery,  larder,  coal-house,  three  bedrooms,  and 
w.c. 

At  Eaton  Bray,  the  drainage  is  connected  with  the  public 
sewer.  At  Stanbridge  also  the  drainage  is  connected  with  the 
sewer. 

The  water-supply  is  from  wells. 
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As  the  result  of  the  general  housing  survey,  the  following 
particulars  should  be  noted  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose  of  the 

Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1083 

Number  of  such  dwelling  houses  which  were  considered  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  representations  were 
made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

made  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  with- 
out the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  which  after  the  making  of  closing  orders, 

were  made  fit  for  human  habitation...  ...  ...  ...  0 


General  Character  of  the  Defects  found  : — 

(a)  Drainage  defects 

(b)  Closet  accommodation  (insufficient  and  defective) 
fc)  Water  Supply  exposed  to  surface  pollution 

(d)  Insufficient  circulation  of  air  ... 

(e)  Dampness  ... 

(f)  Insufficient  light 

(g)  Dirty  by  landlord’s  default 

(h)  Dirty  by  tenant’s  default 

• (i)  Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  and  tenant 

(j)  Insufficient  paving 

(k)  Deficient  method  of  refuse  disposal 

(l)  Internal  defects 

(m)  Defective  roofs,  or  gutters  and  down  pipes 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  Register 
Number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  Defects  found  ... 

Number  remedied 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register 
Number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  Defects  found  ... 

Number  remedied 
Underground  Bakehouse  ... 


8 

1 

1 

0 

3 
0 
6 
0 
0 
1 
8 

4 
4 
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20 

0 

0 


10 

20 

0 

0 

1 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  register  ...  15 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  register...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Various. 

Removals  of  animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  0 

Visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PERCY  STEDMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1920  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during*  the  year  1920. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

| 

At  Ages — Years. 

| Total  cases 

removed 

to 

Notifiable  Disease. 

be 

•H 

« 

a 

£ 

j 1 to  5 

5 to  15 

IS 

o 

lO 

25  to  4i 

j CD 
° 

O 

1 ^ 

1 65  and 

| upwrardi 

Hospital. 

Small-pox 

Cholera  ... 

| 

. 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup)... 

9 

2 

6 

1 

9 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

4 

4 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Relapsing  Fever... 
Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 
Cerebro-spinal 

. 

Meningitis 

1 

i 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Measles  and  German 

4 

3 

1 

Measles 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  ... 

Malaria  ... 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

23 

1 

3 

10 

4 

4 

1 

12 

Isolation  Hospital  at  Dunstable,  provided  by  the  Dunstable  Town  and  the  Luton  and 
Eaton  Braj  Rural  Councils. 


Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  usually  sent  to  Great  Baddon  Sanatorium,  Chelmsford. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1920 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” Total  Deaths 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District,  whether  of 
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1 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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C Certified 

40 

7 

1 

5 

4 

23 

All  causes  < 

(.  Uncertified  ... 

Enteric  Fever 

Small -pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

; 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (pulmonary 

1 

1 

tuberculosis) 

2 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 

Cancer  (malignant  disease) 

6 

2 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  diseases  of  respira- 

1 

1 

tor  organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . . 

I 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

Puerperal  fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 
turition 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

5 

5 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

1 

Suicide 

3 

1 

2 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

12 

1 

1 

10 

known 

1 

1 

40 

| 

7 

1 

5 

4 

23 
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Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1920 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ag*es 
under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 


All 

Causes 


■ ( 


Certified 

Uncertified 


Small-pox 
Cliicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis,  not  Tuberculous 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhcea 
Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis 
Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 
Other  Causes 
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Total 
Death* 
under 
1 Year. 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


Legitimate,  85. 
Illegitimate,  6. 
Legitimate  Infants,  7. 
Illegitimate  Infants,  0. 


